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Seen and unseen 
NCAA changes 
stir controversy 


Rv DOUG TUCKER >, 
AP Sports Writer 

SAN DIEGO — The 77th con” 
vention of the National Collegiate 
Athletic Association will ‘be 
remembered in the bound 
volumes of such events for 
legislating tougher academic rè 

uirements for student-athletes 
through controversial proposal 
No. 48. 

The ink-and-paper record, 
however, will not show an-equally 
significant dévelopment: For the 
first time, university presidents 
took command of the policy- 
ee meetings of the ruling 
body of collegiate sports. 

Angered by scandals of 
academic abuse that have put 22 
schools on probation, they wrote 
proposals to toughen academic 
requirements for incoming 
athletes. They were bitterly de- 
nounced by blacks, who said the 
requirements were racially and 
regionally discriminatory 

je picture was one that will be 
forever etched in the memory of 
those who were there. Dignified, 
conservative white university 
presidents biting their lips and 
Standing their ground while black 
colleagues accused them of racial 
bigotry. 

“That was interesting, indeed, 
very-interesting,”’ said one white 
presiderit of a p South univer- 
sity. “Five years ago, I guarantee 
you I would have wilted at the 
start of the racial charges. We all 
would have. But it didn't happen 
this time, did it? The pendulum 
swings one way, then it comes 
back the other way.” 

It was clear as the battle waged 
that the presidents were the ones 
in charge of this convention. The 
athletic directors and other ad- 
ministratots who normally con- 
duct the convention's business sat 
and listened, for the most part. 

There were more than 100 
residents in attendance, the 
largest number ever to attend and 
most of them for the first time. As 
one observer put it, “This 
reminds me of when me and my 
brothers would get into a ruckus, 
and after a while daddy would 
come busting through the door 
and give us all a whale of a lick- 


ing. 

fhe presidents did not stop with 
academics. They also saw to it 
that several measures were 
adopted to broaden and greatly 
strengthen the enforcement 
department, the division which 
carries out the rules the conven- 
tion makes. 

Furthermore, they thwarted 
the efforts of the policy-makin; 
NCAA Council in musterin; 


Griataat af a Nivician T restructur. 


ing proposal. 

NES pian would have trimmed 
the top basketball division by 35- 
45 schools, addressing a problem 
that has plagued the NCAA for 
years. But a committee of college 
presidents working through 
American Councit on Education 
got it beaten down. The commit- 
iee members, who wrote- the 
academic proposal, told 

residents of schools who would 

affected by the plan that they 
would vote against it in exchange 
for their vote on the academic 
proposals. 

What will all the new rules 
mean? Nobody can say for sure, 
Mut practically everybody' has a 
theory. 

Of the requirement that high 
school graduates must score at 
least 700 on the SAT or 15 on the 
ACT college entrance exam to be 
eligible for Division I schools, Bob 
Moorman, commissioner of the 
Central Intercoligiate Athletic 
Association, a group of 
predominantly black Division I 
schools, said “It means aà lot of 
our athletes are going to come 
back to us.” 

A few presidents of black col- 
leges, including Jesse Stone of 
Southern and Joseph Johnson of 
Grambling, said the convention's 
action was “blatant racism,” and 
there were threats of pulling the 
predominantly black schools out 
of the NCAA. 

“We are still members of the 
NCAA but I can’t predict we will 
be in the future,” Stone said Tues- 
day night following passage of 
controversial proposal No. 48. 

“We will have to study our need 


to remain in the NCAA," added 
Johnson. 
In addition, presidents and 


chancellors of several 

predominantly black schools said 

they might seek the help of such 

black leaders as the Rev. Jesse 

Jackson, the New York Times 
ted today. 

r. Joab Thomas, president of 
the University of Alabama, said 
that now the presidents have 
assessed their authority, they're 
not likely to give it up. 

“I'm going to be talking to some 
es about setting up 
an organizati of us within the 
NCAA, he said. ‘“‘College 
presidents 't have the time to 
devote to t jaily details of 
athletic departments. But this 
time we came dpe gehen We were 
organized, and we knew what we 
wanted to do. Next year's coven- 
tion, I think, will also see some 
heavy involvement by the 
presidents.” 


of my collea; 


NCAA sets preseason 
grid playoff game 


By HERSCHEL NISSENSON 
APS] Writer 

SAN DIEGO — The players 
won't be the same as they were in 
1982, but Penn State and Southern 
Methodist may now have a way of 
settling some of their differences 
over who's No. 1 in college foot- 
ball. 

As a result of legislation ap- 


proved Wednesday at the Na- 
tional Collegiate Athletic Associa- 
tion convention, an annual 


preseason college football game 
will be played each August bet- 
ween two major teams. 

The Collegiate Kick-Off Classic 
will be played at Giants Stadium 
in East Rutherford, N.J. This 
year’s date will be either Aug. 27 
or Aug. 29 and the New Jersey 
Sports & Exposition Authority has 

uaranteed $1.625 million a year 
for three years, with each team 
taking home at least $550,000. 

The rest of the money will be 
divided among the National Fout- 
ball Foundation and Hall ot 
Fame, the American Football 
Coaches Association and the Na- 
tional Association of Collegiate 
Directors of Athletics. The Hall of 
Fame at Kings Island will use its 
proceeds to pay. off a $3.5 million 
mortgage. 

Although the teams won't be 
selected until around March 1, 
SMU athletic director Bob Hitch 
said there has been "some con- 
tact" with the game's sponsors. 
He said the Mustangs, who finish- 
ed second to national champion 
Penn State in the 1982 final rank- 
ings, “would be delighted” to par- 
ticipate in the inaugural contest. 

Penn State Coach Joe Paterno, 
who voted against the game, said 
his school had not been contacted. 
If an invitation is forthcoming, 
Paterno said he would leave the 
decision up to his players. 

In other.noteworthy.action,.the 
NCAA convention permitted Divi- 
sion I-A football teams to add a 
ninth full-time assistant coach — 
a proposal turned down several 
times in recent years — while 
eliminating the two part-time 
assistants, unless a school has a 
sub-varsity program. However, 
they rejected a measure that 
would have added a third full- 
time basketball assistant. 

The delegates also attempted to 
cut down on recruiting violations 
by prohibiting alumni and 
boostérs from recruiting off- 
campus. And they adopted ethical 
conduct rules that could result in 
athletes being declared ineligible, 
plus punitive action against staff 
members who violate. NCAA 
regulations. 


They also passed a measure re- 
quiring schools to include in 
coaches’ contracts a provision 
that employment may be 

inded or terminated if a 


Suspel 
coach violates NCAA regulations. > 


The preseason football game, 
similar to basketball's ~ Tip-Off 
Classic, would not count against 
the NCAA's 1l-game jar- 
season limit. A pı lor a 
general 12-game season was re- 
jected by the convention. 

The football game's sponsors 
sought to alleviate fears of some 
postseason bowls by emphasizing 
that this is not a bowl game or a 
national championship game. 

Teams Will not be allowed to 
play in the game more than once. 
every five years. In addition, over” 
a seven-year period, - at. least 
seven different conferences and 
two independent teams would be 
offered an appearance. No invited 
team has to participate. 

There would also be no rematch 
of bowl opponents from the 
previous year, no pairing $ 
teams scheduled to Lape later that 
season and no match between the. 
Big Ten and Pacific-10 Con- 
ferences, whose champions play 
in the Rose Bowl. 

The $1.625 million would be 
guaranteed regardless of any. 
television contract and participa= 
tion in the game would not count 
asaTV arance. 

Any itional income above 
the underwritten $1.625 million 
would be divided as follows — 25° 
percent to each team, 25 percent 
to the Hall of Fame, 20 percent to 
NACDA and 5 percent to the 
stadium authority. 4 


in other action, the delegates: 

— Eliminated the Nov. 1 
restriction on contacts between. 
schools and ason bowls. 
However, thẹ official invitation- 
date remains the Sat y after 
the third Tuesday in November, 
although the bowls may seta 
ip karar 

— Provided for an unlimited. 
number of graduate assistant 
Coaches provided each is enrolled. 
in at least 50 percent of á school's 
minimum regular oe pro- 
gram, does not receive remunera~ 
tion in excess of the value of com 
monly accepted educational ex- 
— does not hold the position 
lor more than two years and has 
no additional “a patos ar- 
ranged by the schoo! 

Eliminated the actual sign- 
ing date from counting in the 
three-contact recruiting limita- 
tion in Division I-A football, while 
keeping it in Division I-AA. 
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